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Hoboken, NJ 07030 Brothers,
Welcome to the Thanksgiving 2009 edition of thesSeal Swords. It is my

honor as an editor to share our memories with oéhar on this very day. In
the pages to come you will find a brief interviewttwour HSP and HJP, some of
the alumni report, bio to our new members and lagithat brother submitted.
Also, a special thanks to Raza Husain for helpirgwrith this publication.

% Happy Thanksgiving,
WDaWei Hou

BSHR Fall 2009

Interviewing Ted Reed
HSP, Fall 2009
Describe the virtues of Alpha Sig and what you
like the brotherhood as a whole to
achieve, let it be in academic,
character, or physique.
| will like to see Alpha Sig be on top academic ??f:.
the campus, and | would like us t0|' -
win HSP award. S
Describe what you have contributed in the matters @dressed above
I've applied my hands-off objective approach tdopem solving to the presidency
position. I've taken the example from Grand Chapdering 2008. While
in Louisville, | was able to watch the Grand Colig@ther information from the
chapter representatives and extract the intentastd/ation from each comment. |
had noticed that a growing problem within our cleapivas the inability to
understand situations from another's point of viéWwe first part to solving this
issue was to take a step back and passively ergmuodjective analysis.
Hopefully with more organization our debate methad:m become unrivaled,
leading to more efficient discussion.
Any closing statements you would like to make?
I've enjoyed my time as president. The principle&sdénce is very important for
the position, and is very hard to accomplish; whitting in a mediator position
one learns how difficult it is to keep personal ropn and metaphor out of
discussion. But | would not turn down any opporntyfor another term. ;) As we
embark into the Spring semester it will be quineesisl to place brotherhood
leaders in brotherhood positions. We must relya@nggassion, organization,
understanding, and Silence in our upcoming leaders.
What is your favorite moment this semester?
My memory is next-to-horrible, if you're readinggsh ask you to come tell me
what you think my favorite moment is. :)
What did you want to do as you were growing up?
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To Cut...
Interviewing Ted Reed (Continued)
Do you enjoy yelling at people?
I've only been angry once. | was taking an unstable
drug called Accutane for my acne and one day | lost
my temper and yelled at one of my good friends for

and style... hair.

Interviewing Evan Stalter
HJP, Fall 2009

Describe the virtues of Alpha Sig and what you
like the brotherhood as a whole to achieve, let it
be in academic, character, or phy5|que

I would like to have an event -
where all the brothers of fraternit
can attend and show up the samq
time

Describe what you have
contributed in the matters
addressed above.

| had tried my best to attend ever
single event possible in this
semester so far, and wish other
people will do the same.

What is your favorite moment
this semester?

The sound of Kevin’s bed

From the desk of the Marshal

Brothers,

During the holiday season, we tend to get so
wrapped up in the commotion of the commercial

aspect of the time that we sometimes lose sight of
who we are and what makes us the unique
individuals we all are. While wrapping up this issu

| asked several brothers what they were thankiul fo

this Thanksgiving, and here is what they shared
with me.

In Phi,

S. Raza Husain

HM, Fall 2009

no reason. It was an embarrassing situation and |
hope I'll never have to yell at someone again. :(

Do you think the secretary should at least wear
skirts once to the house meeting?

Only if Kevin/Evan is elected, | love their legs.

What did you want to do as you were growing
up?

Ever since | was seventh grade | wanted to be an
engineer, but before that | always
wanted to be a rock star or musician of
some kind.

Do you enjoy yelling at people?

Only at dumb ones. Like Justin.

Do you think the secretary should at
least wear skirts once to the house
meeting?

Of course he should. The more leg the
better.

What is the favorite thing you heard
the editor said this semester?

That he failed the English competency
exam. LOL

Lenny Tsatskin-“l am thankful for Tax Refunds”

Aaron Dennis- “Brothership.”

Ted Reed-“A very cute and helpful freshman class”
Billy Sadler- “My kind-hearted owner, China Darin”
Gary Brown- “I'm thankful for the way things seem to
work out in the end and for a fraternity | feelhatme
in.”

Leo Fernandez- “Brothership. Rope Swing. Good
Times.”
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Bryan Long- “I am thankful for the success of the house
this semester, my awesome job, and the health of my
friends.”

Carlos Nunez-“I'm thankful for my family, my living
conditions, my job, Stevens Co-Op, Cosi and Panera,
THE INTERNET, my laptop, my health, my two bikes,
everyone I've met or crossed in my life.”

| wish you all the very best this holiday seasoaym

it be filled with family, fortune, and happiness. |
hope you enjoyed this edition of the crossed swords
and may you keep your brotherhood and this house
in your heart and prayers.
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Who are these Guys?
The empire of Alpha Sigma Phi, with its irresisgibl
charms and welcoming environment, continues to
recruit new peons with offers they don’t understand
Pledge Joe Truncale i \
Hometown: Oradell, NJ .
Big Brother: S. Raza Husain

I'm 19 years old, hailing from
Oradell, New Jersey in Berge
County. A little  background
information on me is that |
skateboarded everyday for about
years starting when | was 10 yeas
old and still have a passion fa
skating whenever | get the time to go out. | god in
the whole computers and electronics scene when |
was around 17 and got a job at my high school’s
technology department. This ended up sparking my
interest in pursuing a computer engineering degree
here at Stevens. I've been in a relationship with m
girlfriend Mellina since the end of our freshman
year in high school. She’s attending Emory in
Georgia, but we make the best of our situation and
wouldn’'t trade it for the world. My current
addiction would definitely be my jailbroken iPhone
3G[S] which holds my attention day after day with
different apps and mods. If you've ever wondered if
an iPhone can do something, I've tried it and the
answer is most likely yes. Right now the music I'm
hooked on is Paramore and Search the City even
though | can never get enough Lil Wayne (Don't
judge me). I'm really interested in music and
constantly add to my library of tracks. My musical
collection tends to make my day when | turn it on
shuffle which is how | believe everyone’s should
be. After | graduate Stevens, my dream job, as of
now, would be a role in the creation of new mobile
phones and devices (yes, such as the iPhone). Alpha
Sigma Phi has always been my fraternity of choice,
but | never was interested in pledging until thesry
when | began hanging around more and more. It is
just a matter of time, if you're spending your days
at the house, that you feel compelled to become a
part of the brotherhood. The welcoming atmosphere
got me hooked and the great compilation of brothers
has exceeded my expectations, even as friends. I'm
more than eager to join the ranks of the Alpha Sig
brothers this coming December.




Pledge Sean Incantalupo
Hometown: Sparta, NJ
Big Brother: S. Raza Husain

Sean Incantalupo is a sophomore at 8teve
Institute of Technology and majoring N
Biomedical Engineering. During his High School
career, Sean was been a member of Boy ScoutsJrs «
choirs, the football team, golf team, and the Stade ——
Council. As a junior he was inducted into the *
National Honor Society, the Music Honor Society
and the World Language Honor Society. He sails
for the Stevens Institute Sailing Team and is
current Rear Commodore of Boats at the historigal
Stevens Yacht Club. Sean Incantalupo is 20 yr}rs

old and has been sailing from a young age, anhd
enjoys snowboarding/skiing, science, foreli

languages, and anything automotive. Sean is'l |
enjoying the pledging process immensely, whether
it is completing challenging tasks or just hanging | B

out with the brothers. Sean thanks the fratermaty f
this great opportunity and hopes to have a long,
successful relationship with Alpha Sigma Phi.
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Alumni Report:

From the Chairman

By Craig Polk

2009 was our third year in a row that we had
difficulties connecting with the alumni; however we
are still committed to continue to improve
ourselves. We have seen some improvements and
see areas we need to improve. We have had grea
events and have completed odt year under our
new goal system. Here is a breakdown of our
alumni goals:

Short-term goal: Increase alumni at events &
complete Alumni Restructuring:

We have seen a drop off in attendance at
these events. We changed the alumni weekends to
an alumni day. Our base-line Alumni Attendance
List has not been added to the Chapter web site yet
(this is going to be used to track increase/deereas
of alumni at events). The Alumni Restructuring plan
is still under way and we are hoping to have the
plan finalized by end of 2009 or mid 2010. We are
separating the alumni board into 3 main groups:
Alumni Executive Council Housing Corp, &

From the Vice Chairman

By Deep Balendra

This is the end of the™year after our new
goals were set. Here is an update on where we are
today with some of our undergrad goals.

Short-term goal: Alumni connection, more
participation in the brotherhood, less introverted
brotherhood:

Two alumni meetings at the Chapter house
per year (as part of the Alumni Day) & the
undergrads have been participating in them. The
Housing Corp and Fundraising/Alumni Involvement
Committees are continuing their work & are
involving the undergrads. We are looking this year
to increase undergrad GPA as well as start to form
events with Chapters as NJIT & Rutgers; one such
even might be a joint Thanksgiving dinner; target
for 2010. Our GCA, Tom Ritter, is working hard at
tracking and giving incentives to the undergrads
that improve their GPA. We will continue to work
to increase our alumni connections with our
undergrads & come up with new yearly short term
goals.

Mid-term Goal: GSP Award by end of 2010.

Chapter Council. Currently all three of the groups
are formed & operating at some level; we hope to
have all of these groups fully functioning someeim
in 2010.
Mid-term Goal: All alumni debt paid back, house
improvement project list created & work started, by
end 2010.

Since all Alumni loans have been paid back

tahead of schedule, BOF is no longer tracking NJ

sprinkler loan; this loan is being paid directly iy
undergrads & is being tracked by the Alumni
Treasurer. We are current with all NJ State
Sprinkler payments. Housing Corp is working with
the draft list of the projects that we need to ngana
with re-pointing making the top of the list. We are
going to start getting bids for this work, but dioe
lack of funding, there has been some delay.
Long-term Goal: Sprinkler debt paid off, all house
improvement projects completed, by end 2015.

NJ state loan is tracked by BOF, all
payments made on time & up to date.

In Phi, - Craig Polk — Alumni President

The forming of the Chapter Council almost
finalized; which is lead by our GCA Tom Ritter.
This council will work as advisors to help steee th
undergrads toward this goal. We have put a list
together of what we feel we need to do to get the
GSP Award & Tom is working with the Undergrads
on this. We are hoping to put this list of goalstioa
web site & have updated that can show the progress
we are making. We are going to fill out & submit
the paper work for the GSP award; if we are not
selected in 2010 we are using this year to seeavher
we stand & where we need to improve. We then
plan on applying for this award every year.
Long-term Goal: Raise Money to repoint house by
end of 2015

With the restructuring of the
Fundraising/Alumni Involvement Committee, we
are working on a plan to come up with the money
needed for this project. These committees all will
have undergrad members & will work with the
alumni to meet this goal, the undergrads have some
new & interesting ideas that we are hoping will
make this goal a reality & maybe get it complete
before 2015. We hope to have the “Alpha Sigma
Phi Pillar” program fully underway by end of 2009.
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This program has already started & we have been
collecting donations. We will be sending additional
information out about this program.

This is my last report that | will be giving as VP.
have been glad to serve the alumni of this chaster

Secret Lovers.
By: Aaron Dennis, Stevens ‘11

This is not a story of love lost, forbidden, or
even public. This is a story of how love sparks] an
how two brothers can realize just how strong their
bonds to each other can grow. In fairness, | could
not use the brothers’ real names, and so | am
substituting them with others to protect their
identities. Let's just call them Golden boy and
Brown bear...

You see, | had wonderful opportunity to live
with these two fine gentlemen at the start of the
semester. Life was good, with the occasional
guarrel over dishes and the like from time to time,
nothing out of the ordinary. But time passed, tests
got harder, stresses grew, and the inevitable
spillover of life’s frustrations crept into theiwving
room. It seems Golden boy and Brown bear just
couldn’t stand being around each other. They would
argue about the pettiest of issues, neither one of
them actually having a point to make, but rathet ju
for the chance to yell at the other. My friend dnd
pondered about an intervention, but we assumed
their bond as brothers would overcome their
differences. And were we right!

As the semester crept to a close, Golden boy
and Brown bear were still complaining about each
other. Yet when they were in the room together,
then always seemed to have their hands on each
other. It started with hitting, then slapping, and
even progressed down to tickling. And as time
passed, | started to notice that even though they
pretended to not care for one another, they would
relish the time that they could spend together
bickering about whose hair was prettier, or who
gave better hugs. It struck me as odd, but 'msybu
man so | turned a blind eye. They started going to
the gym together, and their relationship took off
from there. | even realize them wrestling theeoth
day, both shirtless in a tub of Crisco. It was then
realized, just what brotherhood meant to us...
bromance!

VP & look forward to the assistance | can give as a
member-at-large.

Truly in Alpha, Sigma, and Phi — Deep Balendra —
Alumni VP

Now don’t get me wrong, I'm not condoning
this special relationship, | really don’'t mind who
gets to be the big spoon. It's just nice to knowat th
in such a hostile world for love, at least a fevpiAd
Sigs can even make it to the dinner table. | suppor
them in their life choices, and | couldn’t be hagpi
for it. We, as brothers, are often ashamed of our
love affairs, much as | think is currently the cése
Golden boy and Brown bear. So if you are lucky
enough to know the real identity of these fine ypun
men, please do us all the favor of letting themvkno
that we support their choices, and we won'’t think
less of them either way! | know | will be relieveal
finally have this out in the open...

Why Connecticut sucks
By: Dennis Donatelli, Stevens ‘10

If someone was to talk to a native from
Connecticut, they will pride themselves at how
great the state is compared to our “polluted and
congested” state of New Jersey. Well, let me give
few reasons why the “state” of Connecticut sucks
from my one experience to a trip up to this
nightmare of a place.

First, the trip up to Connecticut seemed
alright at first, especially with the ridiculousaffic
heading over the GWB. But, as more time was
spent on Interchange 95, we saw a few things
wrong. First, most of I-95 had a speed limit of
50-55 mph. What kind of area has an interchange
of that slow of a speed limit? Next, there were
nonstop cars riding in the left lane going the SAME
SPEED as the others in the right lane. PASS
THEM AND GET THE HELL OVER.

We finally get to Foxwoods and get to the
theater where we see the infamous Seinfeld. On the
way out, we realized there was ONLY ONE
EXIT...ONE! This means, THOUSANDS of
people were exiting the theater in a single linevilo
an escalator, which took forever!

Back in the casino, we try and find some
table games to play at, which to our dismay we
found no poker room, and a maximum of four tables
per table game, which led to standing around and
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waiting for a decent table game to open up, or
playing the worst table games on the planet.

We finally get a decent game to play, and about hal
an hour into it, we find out that it's last call éie
bar...LAST CALL AT THE BAR IN A CASINO?

It was 1 in the morning!! Who closes a bar in a
casino by 1:30? This was absolutely ridiculous.
Because of these lame rules, and psycho people in
Connecticut, we were forced to play table games
and lose our money SOBER in Connecticut. This
also forced us to head back to the room when we
lost most of our money by 3 at the latest.

The next morning, we check out and
proceed to leave this hellhole of a casino andstat
On the way home, we get caught in stop and go
traffic for almost an hour...at noon on a Saturday.
When the traffic started to let up and speed starte
to pick up, we saw absolutely nothing that would
cause this much traffic. There was no construgtion
no accident, and no natural disaster. People from
Connecticut, stop complaining about our ridiculous
traffic patterns when things like this happen imryo
state without an explanation!

Right before leaving this horrible state, we
noticed the name of a bridge we were driving over.
It was named Yankee Doodle Bridge. What kind of
cartoonish, lame, boondocks name is that? Just to
top everything off, we were heading over the GWB
to get back to New Jersey; we take the upper level
of the bridge, where we encountered a driver from
Connecticut sitting in the left lane...AGAIN! This
time, they were going about 25mph, and FAILING
at merging into the right lane. LEARN TO DRIVE,
CONNECTICUT! And stop sucking!!

Observation by the Old Guy
By: Bryan Long

It has almost been four years since | passed
through ritual and officially became a member of
the Mystic Circle for life. It is awe-inspiring teee
how the house has continuously changed and
evolved over the course of that time. Generally, fo
every positive stride the house made, there would
always be some form of internal bickering,
bureaucracy, or difference in the ideologies of
individuals that would negate any forward
momentum.

This constant state of mediocrity or, as some
would call it, apathy led to brothers burning
themselves out and a lack participation in the Bous
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However, this semester stood out in my mind
because it was the first time that a majority @& th
brotherhood maintained high energy and gave a lot
more of their time to improve the Old Gal.

The first major overhaul occurred with
recruitment, which, under Gary Brown, has been
transformed from a slow and ineffective process to
a finely tuned machine. At the beginning of the
semester, Gary started off by showing the brothers
recruitment video he saw at President’'s Academy.
Utilizing those techniques and instilling those
concepts into the brotherhood, we are en route to
have the biggest pledge in the last two decades
almost. In addition, recruitment is not only center
on food events, but includes trips to the movies,
study sessions, and outings to the gym.

Academics have also seemed to experience a
complete 180 degree turnaround thanks to the
efforts of Justin Richman. Study hours was
implemented years ago in order to make sure
pledges did not fall below a certain GPA, but Justi
somehow found the equation necessary to motivate
almost a dozen brothers to attend regularly. Justin
collaborates with Gary also arrange freshmen study
sessions as well as study sessions for brothdis if
need arises.

Our involvement on campus has also
increased seeing as several brothers are in cbérge
campus organizations such as the IEEE, which is
run by Sir John Charles Taylor, and BSU, which is
run by Christopher Jefferson. In addition, several
brothers as well as current pledges are involved on
campus via jobs in the IT department, TA work in
the design lab, and duties as a RA.

Even athletically, brothers have been
motivating each other to work out and get fit.kieli
this a lot because it will remove the Alpha Sig
makes you fat stigma. The prime example of this is
Dennis Donatelli, who almost lost a Ritter over the
course of the semester. Da Wei and several other
individuals can often be found at the gym, which is
a major improvement from the days of endless
Super Smash Bros. Melee and other video game
addictions. Even in inter-fraternal sports it is
obvious that we are making steady improvements
and can actually gain the respect of other Greeks.

As a senior brother, | take great pride in
reporting all of these new accomplishments to the
alumni and our esteemed guests. The new brothers
are of a higher caliber every semester and it seems
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as though they each want to continue this positive
and energetic trend, and help the Old Gal soar to
new heights. Old dudes rest assured that the terch
still being carried, brothers that will be graduogti
do your best to make sure they are knowledgeable
in the ways of the house, and new brothers make
sure not to let those that came before you down.
| hope this trend continue, even after (if and
when) | graduate because | would love to come
back in five years or even ten to see Alpha Sig be
the biggest, most diverse, most awesome fraternity
on campus.
In Phi,
B-Long

A Few Lasts
By: Dennis Donatelli, Stevens ‘10

Its been four and a half years since
becoming a brother in this house, and the time has
flown by. Many changes have been made, and as
with a place that has new people coming and going
every year, more changes are yet to come.

It has been a pleasure to have been a part of
this house for these past few years, and to beta pa
of what this house has become. We have
transformed from a growing and developing
brotherhood with a few active brothers, to an
extremely diverse house with many active brothers,
and many different interests across the board. alt’
great feeling to see how so many different kinds of
people from many different backgrounds were
brought together by one common factor. The Old
Gal.

I've seen drastic changes in many positions
from HSP all the way down to Service. I've taken
part in many of these positions in many different
ways from actually holding the position, down to
just the mere attendance of an event, or an idea fo
an input. This Thanksgiving is my last as an
undergraduate brother. There are going to be a lot
of “lasts as an undergrad” coming up within the
next few months. There will be the last Christmas
party, last Christmas break, the last Talisman, the
last Spring Break, and many others as an
undergraduate that | will experience.

| leave the other undergraduate brothers with
this advice for your remaining years at Stevens and
in the house: take in everything you can, and don’t
turn down any opportunities as they come to you.
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These are the best times of your life, and you can
never get them back. Don't come up with an
excuse of being too tired, or that you just doa&lf

like doing something. Remember the alumni that
come back and visit our house, and ask them about
their memories. They can always tell you hundreds
of stories of their time here not only at Stevdns,
within our house. Keep The Old Gal close to your
heart, bleed Cardinal and Stone, and never forget
about the influence the people and the house had on
you during your time. Finally, always remember to
visit the house when you join the real world and se
how things are progressing. | definitely will.
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The Face of Our Founding Brothers
By: S. Raza Husain, Stevens ‘10

This summer, as | browsed the shelves of

Symposia Bookstore in Hoboken, | came across a
dusty copy of the 1928 Stevens Link. As | browsed
its pages, | was shocked by how much the campus,

and city of Hoboken, has changed in 81 years. | was

even more shocked when reading the names of
graduating seniors | came across Benjamin Hugh
Oliver, brother 1 in our roster book. | immediately
jumped to the fraternities section, to find théirig
for the Gamma Chapter of Alpha Kappa Pi. Sure
enough, sitting front and center, was Benjamin
Oliver, with Donald Castle, brother 2, to his right
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Putting faces to those names has put this
brotherhood in to perspective for me. It has helped
me recognize what it is that we work for on a daily
basis, and what this family means to me. For the
past three years, | have been proud to be a part of
this fellowship of gentlemen, and | know that Iiwil
carry that distinction with me throughout my life.
seems that not much has changed over 83 years. We
are still men of honor and strong character, not to
mention being easy on the eyes.

In Alpha, Sigma, and Phi,

S. Raza Husain, HM Fall 2009
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